
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 



 

This is an excerpt from the print edition of Dirty Linen #136 (June/July 2008). 

 

Wee Folk 

Stories and songs for the whole family 

 

 

Ellis Paul 

The Dragonfly Races 

Black Wolf (2008) 

It was only a matter of time before the reliably folky Mr. Paul turned his storytelling 

skills to the younger set. Daughters Ella and Sofia most likely served as primary 

motivators. There's nothing quite the equal of homegrown field testers for child-centered 

music. Paul covers a range of subject matter, including a bed tricked out as a car, a 

counterintuitive fairy tale, a car trip travelogue, a simple motivational tale, a tribute to 

swings, and an introduction to social justice and political protest. "Wabi-Sabi" honors the 

well-used items of daily life. Think junior version of Guy Clark's "Stuff That Works" to 

counteract consumerist influences to come. A couple of songs, notably "I Lost a Day to 

the Rain" and "9 Months to Fix the World" have an adult perspective that may not 

penetrate to younger sensibilities, but it's good to aim high as well as to appeal to mom 

and dad. It's difficult to pin down a targeted age group for the songs; the best approach 

may be to start playing it at age two or three and let the child grow into it. 

The booklet of lyrics is full of Paul's accomplished artwork, which illustrates each song. 

The illustrations are incredibly detailed, whimsical, and evocative. Any children's book 

publisher would be thrilled to hire him on as an illustrator, but let's hope he keeps his day 

job. 

-- Colleen Moore (Baltimore, MD) 
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Ellis Paul 

Wednesday, �ovember 28, at the Beachland Tavern. 

Cleveland, OH 

By Nathan Baker   

Published: November 21, 2007  

Subject(s): Woody Guthrie, folk, Ellis Paul  

American folk music has gone through at least three revivals over the past 50 years. The 

first took place in the early '60s, when urban cowboys appropriated backwoods traditions 

and created the literate, socially aware style most of us are familiar with. Most recently, 

Devendra Banhart and Joanna Newsom spearheaded the freak-folk movement, where 

drugs are decidedly not optional. In between, there was a fertile if relatively unknown 

period in the early '90s that spawned the "Boston School" of singer-songwriters, whose 

music was marked by provocative, well-read, and urbanely romantic lyrics. Ellis Paul 

was the darling of this group.  

Now 14 albums into his career, Paul has become something of an institution. His dozen-

plus Boston Music Awards and frequent appearances at the esteemed Woody Guthrie and 

Kerrville Folk festivals have cemented his place in the canon of noteworthy American 

songwriters of the past half-century. On his latest album, The Dragonfly Races (a 

children's record), he combines earnest storytelling with a sense of generation-spanning 

playfulness (just like Woody Guthrie did back in the day). The title track relates the story 

of a lazy bug that ends up snagging first place in a race. It doubles as Paul's message to 

kids and parents alike: Everyone struggles, but a little determination goes a long way. 

Spoken like a true folkie.  
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The Dragonfly Races 

Ellis Paul 

Black Wolf Records 

CD, $15.00 www.ellispaul.com www.flynnmusic.com 

 

The Dragonfly Races is a family-friendly music CD, with a colorful and 

whimsically illustrated "picturebooklet" of the lyrics packed in. The 

tracks range from songs with fantasy overtones, to light social 

commentary and multicultural themes, to the classic "You Are My 

Sunshine".  

 

Created by folk singer and troubadour Ellis Paul, The Dragonfly Races 

is rise-and-shine, toe-tapping fun for listeners age five to five hundred, 

and highly recommended. The tracks are Wabi-Sabi, Because It's 

There, Abiola, Road Trip, The Dragonfly Races, The Bed Song, The 

Little Red Rose, I Lost a Day to the Rain, I Like to Swing, Million 

Chameleon March, Pinwheel, The Star Inside the Apple, 9 Months to 

Fix the World, and You are my Sunshine. 

 

 
James A. Cox, Editor-in-Chief 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


